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Final Poetry Assignment

Your major assignment for the poetry unit will be to prepare a small collection of your own poetry, plus an analysis of one of the poems we studied together. 
1.Original Poetry

     You will include three original poems in this project. 

· These poems should be “polished” and will reflect the considerable amount of time and effort that you will have, undoubtedly, put into the writing process. 

· For one original poem, you will include annotations (notes identifying figurative language, meaning, inspiration, form, meter, etc…)
· Include all rough drafts of the poems with your finished product. This will allow me to see how the poem has been reshaped in terms of form, style and language. 

· Required Poems:
· Long Form Free Verse (see examples from Koyczan, Mali, Frohman)
· Lyric (such as "Where I'm From" or a magic metaphor poem)
· Villanelle OR Sonnet
2. Poem Analysis
      Provide the text of one of the poems we studied, or a poem of your choosing approved by the teacher. 
· Neatly copy the poem in the exact format in which the author published his/her work. The simplest way is to find the poem online (like from my website) and paste it into a Word document. Ensure you include the name of the author.
· Record detailed and clear annotations on form, language and meaning. These should involve image and sound devices.
· Write an analysis of the poem selected. Follow the 7 steps of poetry analysis.

i. What is the general topic of the poem? Give a brief paraphrase. Identify the theme briefly. 
ii. What aspects of language contribute to the theme, meaning and impact of the poem? Use direct quotes here, following the ACE process.
iii. Identify a significant literary device, such as metaphor or symbolism, and explain its meaning.
iv. Ultimately, what lesson/message has the author communicated in this poem? What is the reader left considering? (Think about the new understanding the speaker might have by the end of the poem).

· This will be written in a formal manner. It should be structured in paragraph or multi-paragraph form. No first person pronouns.
Checklist & Page Order:

1. Title Page

2. Original Long Form Free Verse
3. Original Lyric
4. Original Sonnet/Villanelle
5. Chosen Poem (annotated)
6. Chosen Poem Analysis
7. All rough drafts of original poetry
8. Highlighted criteria sheet
Poetry Editing Strategies:

· Editing your poetry well means you can be confident that you have said what you meant to say.

· When you edit, you look at the details of your writing. This includes the following:

· Specific words (wide variety, uniqueness, simplicity at times)

· Ex: You could write “he was an old man with white hair” or you could make it more poetic by writing “Age snowed his hair white”.

· Connotation of words (implied meaning)

· Ex: “plop down on the seat” vs. “rest on the chair’s edge”

· Which would be more appropriate in a love poem?

· Punctuation

· Arrangement of words on the page

· USE IMAGERY. Show through vivid description rather than telling about the idea.

· Because poetry is supposed to make a big impact in a small amount of time, you need to ensure that every line, word, phrase, and piece of punctuation is exactly right.

· Try underlining words you want to change, circle sentences, use arrows and include other editing marks (like you see when I return your written work).

· Use interesting language!

· The point is that you should use very specific, descriptive words in your writing.

· Good luck!

How should I organize my time? 
Step 1: workshop poems, revise, edit  

Step 2: edit, begin typing 

Step 3: annotations, poem analysis 

Step  4: go back through and double check. 

Due Date: Thursday, March 10th



Sample Explication: The Universal Battle
"Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night" by Dylan Thomas is a poem that captures what it is like to face the imminent death of one's parent. The speaker desperately pleads with his father, imploring that he "rage, rage against the dying of the light" (3).  This metaphor captures the fragility of the speaker who calls upon his father to fight for his life. 
The speaker creates a mood of distress by using words such as "frail" (8) "grieved" (11) and "grave" (13). Additionally, his complex emotions are captured through the use of oxymorons like "blinding sight" (13). This shows that his feelings are conflicted. He says "curse, bless me now" which hints that perhaps his relationship with his father has been difficult. His feelings are not simply about the loss of the father, but perhaps also about the loss of the opportunity to make things better between them. 
The predominant use of metaphor to communicate his feelings adds to the persuasive tone of the poem. Death is compared to the "dying of the light" and to a "good night" which are contradictory. The initial metaphor connotes a slow passing, whereas the second indicates that in some instances death might be welcome. 

Facing the death of a parent is a pivotal moment in the life of a child, no matter how old; Thomas explores this in his poem as the speaker implores his father to wage a battle against death, even in the face of "old age" (2). The desperation conveyed by the speaker reminds the reader to treasure the moments they have with their loved ones, as death is a reality always lurking in the background.
English 10 Poetry Project Criteria           Student Name: ___________________ Period:_____

	Aspect of Criteria
	Not Yet Meeting
	Meeting
	Fully Meeting
	Exceeding

	Voice

· Unique and sincere perspective of writer

· Compelling ideas and insightful thoughts

· Vivid descriptions that enhance message
	-No sense of writer; writing doesn't feel personal and fails to connect with audience
-Ideas are not developed; statements are simple and may lack depth.
-Descriptions do not contain enough details; may be confusing
-No figurative language
	-Limited individual perspective; minimal personal connection with the audience
-Writing avoids risks; ideas could be developed more fully
-Sufficient detail for understanding but does not fully engage the reader
-A few examples of figurative language
	-Individual perspective is noticeable; writer makes an attempt to connect with the audience
-Writing is individual; ideas are interesting and some insight is achieved
-Details are interesting and appropriate; reader fully understands message
-Sometimes uses figurative language
	-Honest, personal and engaging perspective; writer strongly connects with audience
-Risks taken; unique and impactful details are shared with the reader
-Details add greatly to the poems' impact; reader is fully engaged
-Uses powerful figurative language

	Word Choice

· Rich, powerful and precise language that moves and enlightens the reader
	-Non-specific or distracting words
-Language frequently used incorrectly
-Redundant, jargon or overuse/inaccurate use of cliches
	-Adequate, generally correct words; some colour
-Familiar words and phrases are used frequently (ex: cliché)
-Vocabulary is functional and mostly accurate
	-Attempts at colourful language are consistent
-Functional wording with some fine moments; refinement and precision occasionally evident
	-Words are specific, accurate and evocative 
-Striking words or phrases are used effectively; language enhances and clarifies meaning

	Conventions (focussing on the analysis paragraph)
· Style including clarity, transitions

· Spelling, sentences, punctuation, capitalization
· Poetic structure
	-Writing is confusing, illogical or doesn't make sense.

-Writing is choppy and lacks transitions
-Frequent run-on sentences or fragments
-Frequent punctuation, spelling or capitalization errors
-little understanding of poetic structure show
	-Writing shows some understanding; vague, general
-Writing is choppy at times with simple or repetitive transitions
-Simple sentences, some run-on sentences or fragments
-Some errors in spelling, punctuation or capitalization.
-somewhat accurate poetic structure
	-Writing shows thorough understanding
-Attempts to use a higher level of vocabulary
-Variety of transitions
-Correct spelling, correct sentence structure
-Correct use of punctuation and capitalization
-mostly accurate poetic structure
	-Writing is mature, engaging and shows deep understanding
-Writing uses transitions smoothly and with ease
-Sentence structure is varied for effect
-Effective use of higher level punctuation
-Carefully edited
-Very accurate poetic structure demonstrated

	Ideas

· "heart" of the message is clear

· Details enrich and develop the theme

· Clarity of message
	Topic of writing unclear; reader is confused
Insufficient detail for comprehension; confusing and/or unrelated facts

Message unclear due to frequent word use errors, connections between ideas are confusing, repetitive and/or missing
-Annotations are missing.
	Topic of writing fairly clear; reader sometimes confused
Could be more interesting or possess more depth with more detail or explanation

Message unclear due to awkward wording. 

Annotations are brief or limited and focus on few skills.
	Clearly defined topic(s). Message is logical and interesting to read.
Sufficient detail for understanding

Message clearly written
Works for insight
-Annotations show understanding of device identification and use.
	Topic(s) clearly defined in a compelling manner; reader is fully engaged
Quality details that go above and beyond the obvious; depth and insight evident

Message insightful and/or evocative
-Annotations are detailed (perhaps perceptive) and demonstrate significant skill.

	Achievement Level
	Incomplete
	3          3+            4-
C-           C           C+
	4            4+          5-
B-           B          B+
	   5         5+         6
A-        A        A+

	Work Habits
	G     work submitted on time/annotations complete/analysis of sufficient length/effort evident/edited carefully

S     work slightly late/annotations brief/analysis short/work seems rushed/some effort to edit

N     work handed in late/annotations very brief/analysis very brief/minimal effort evident/no changes in editing

	Title Page
	Long form free verse
	Lyric
	Sonnet or villanelle
	Annotated poem 
	Poem Analysis
	Rough Copies

	Here is my major poetry project for English 10. Here is how I feel about my work on this project:


	Teacher Response:

See comments throughout. (



Sample Poem with Annotations





Poem Explication


What is the overall meaning of the poem? What theme is the author communicating?


What aspects of language contribute to the theme and meaning of the poem?


Identify a significant literary device, such as metaphor or symbolism, and explain its meaning.


Conclusion: what is the reader left considering?
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